
Introduction to Sociology:

Meaning, Definitions and Nature Meaning, Definitions and Nature 



INTRODUCTION

Sociology is the scientific study of

Human Society . It is a social science

that help us to understand the world

we live in. The key idea of Sociology is

that the lives of individuals cannot bethat the lives of individuals cannot be

understood apart from social context

in which they live. It focuses on:

1. Understanding the world and our

place in that world.

2. Understanding ourselves and use

that self-understanding to free

ourselves.



EMERGENCE

SOCIOLOGY

Combination of Latin and Greek words

Socius + Logos

Society Study

Henceforth, Sociology is a Study 

of Society



FATHER OF SOCIOLOGY: AUGUSTE COMTE

Sociology emerged in Europe in the early 1800s.

Term Sociology was coined by French Philosopher

August Comte.

His Contributions:

1. Gave Sociology its name.

1798 - 1857

1. Gave Sociology its name.

2. Divided Sociology in to two parts : Social

Statics and Social Dynamics.

3. Emphasized on the scientific instead of

religious, philosophical and moral analysis of

society.

4. Discovered Laws to understand Society,

known as Law of Three Stages



DEFINITIONS…

“The science of social phenomena subjected to natural laws, the 
discovery of which is the objective of investigations”

August Comte

“The scientific study of society”“The scientific study of society”

Gidding and Gidding

“The study of relationship between man and his environment”

H.P. Fair Child

“The science which attempts the interpretive understandings of 

Social being” Max Weber



ASSUMPTIONS UNDERLYING THESE 

DEFINITIONS…

1. Human beings have a capacity to organise their

behaviour in groups in order to satisfy their needs

and wants to fulfill necessary social function.

2. Human beings have the capacity to know how to2. Human beings have the capacity to know how to

organise their behaviour in groups in order to satisfy

their needs and wants to fulfill necessary social

function.

3. The behaviours, thoughts and attitudes of human

beings are determined to a large extent by the

quality of learned ways of interacting in groups.



ASSUMPTIONS UNDERLYING THESE 

DEFINITIONS…

4. The social interactions in which one

person influence the attitudes,

thoughts, opinions and behaviour

of one another.of one another.

5. Interaction pattern occurs within the

large social systems in societies,

groups, crowds, social classes,

social institutions, neighbourhood

and community.



HENCEFORTH, FROM THE STATED DEFINITIONS WE

CAN LIST OUT THE FOLLOWING:

Sociology the science 

of society, studies:

• Social Relationships

• Institutions

• Social Process

• Social Groups

• Social Systems



SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS

1. Sociology is a science which studies the interpersonal relations of

social beings . For instance, the family is made up of many sets of

relationships, those between husband and wife, parents and

children, siblings and grand parents. Each of these are studies as

a particular type of relationship.

2. Social relationships are merely the ‘molecules’ of social life and that2. Social relationships are merely the ‘molecules’ of social life and that

there is still a smaller unit , the ‘social act’, the true atom of social

life which is also a special subject matter of Sociology. Therefore,

action (anticipated behaviour of others is also taken into account.

3. Max Weber argued that Sociology is mainly a study of social

relationships and acts and he elaborated a set of categories for

their description and analysis.



INSTITUTIONS

Durkheim said that Sociology can be defined as the science of
Institutions.

1. An Institution is an organisation of ‘Norms’ to achieve some goal or

activity that people feel is important. The concept of institution is a

major unit of analysis and description for sociologists.

2. Primarily, there are five institutions focused in sociology, namely,

Family, Religion, Economy, Polity and Education

3. These five are termed as basic institutions found in all societies in

some form.

4. These institutions includes a set of common values, common

procedures, network of statuses and roles which form the system of

social relationships.



SOCIAL PROCESS

No single person can fulfill all his requirements. A man may be

physically isolated but mentally, he always keeps in mind other
social beings and social definitions which have played an
important role in socialization. In this context, ‘Park and Burgess’
maintained that social process is derived from interaction which
is fundamental to social life.is fundamental to social life.

1. Competition, Cooperation, Conflict, Immigration, Assimilation,

Integration, Segregation, Concentration and Dispersion etc.

are the social process, sociologists focus upon.

2. Not only positive but negative processes are also studied by

Sociologists.

3. Social processes like socialisation, social control, stratification,
social change are also key concepts in Sociology



SOCIAL GROUPS

Human beings cannot live in isolation. They find security, safety

and emotional solace in group membership. Human grouping can
be treated as an aggregate of individuals who are brought into
some type of association with each other.

1. The Social Group, however is not a mere aggregate of individuals but
they constitute of members having common goals or means.

2. And Sociology deals with the behaviour of men in groups.

‘Kingball Young’



SOCIAL SYSTEMS

1. A social system is a group of people who are engaged in some types of

collective activities and who are related to another in various ways.
These can be small or large. Some of these systems last only for a few
moments, some are renewed through many generations.

2. The members of the social system occupy different statuses which may
be ascribed or achieved. Sociology Focuses On:be ascribed or achieved. Sociology Focuses On:

Allocation of these roles
There implications
How the individual is socialized to play his or her
roles.

Therefore, Sociology helps us to understand social relations, 
institutions, social processes, social groups and social systems….



Nature of Sociology

Sociology is the discipline that deals with the dynamic aspects of human

relationships. It deals with social beings who have a large and complex

brain and the capacity to learn, retain, recall and conceal. Further, it also

deals with matters that people experience in their everyday lives.

Therefore, the social realities, that sociology deals with is the human

construction and is constantly changing, resulting in an ongoingconstruction and is constantly changing, resulting in an ongoing

controversy over the nature of sociology .



What is Science ??

Before we go ahead to understand the nature of sociology, It is pertinent

to understand the meaning and features of science. The word science

comes from a Latin word meaning ‘knowledge’. Following are the

characteristics of ‘Science’:

Science is both Empirical and Theoretical: It is

based on observations and it involves systematicbased on observations and it involves systematic

thought about the world.

Rational and Critical: It rejects the explanations

based on religious and metaphysical thinking.

Advocates only ‘reason’.

Scientific Method: Scientific method looks for

verifiable evidence. Its bases is to make any value

judgements. Scientific method is based upon

scientific temper, observation, generalisation and

verification.



Nature of Sociology

Since the subject matter of Sociology are human beings who are

subjects to themselves. Social realities are constantly undergoing

change. Therefore, the ontological position of Sociology is different

from other natural sciences.

Sociology is a Science

Sociology is not a Science

• Lack of Experimentation
Sociology is a Science

• Scientific Methods

• Concepts

• Theories

• Variables

• Research

• Lack of Experimentation

• Lack of validity

• Lack of Reliability

• Unable to Study Casual 

Behaviour

• Lack of prediction and 

objectivity



Relationship of Sociology with other 

Social Sciences



Sociology and History

1. History understands the sequence of

events whereas Sociology studies

the relationship between events in

present context.

2. History focuses on concreteness

whereas sociology focuses on

abstraction.

3. For instance study of French

Differences

1. History is an account of unique

sequence of events, which will never

happen again under exactly the same

circumstances. The historian is not

interested in Generalizations.

Relationship

3. For instance study of French

Revolution. Historians are

interested to know about the

events that occurred, who were the

pioneers and advocates of the

revolution. They see French

Revolution as an event. On the

contrary, Sociologists tend to

analyise French Revolution in

context with Russian or American

revolutions and draw

generalizations.

2. Sociology and History are Intellectual

neighbours. The approaches are

complementary.

3. History supplies facts that are

interpreted and coordinated by

Sociologists and these facts are

generalized to frame a theory. For

instance, Karl Marx discussed

historical examples in his book, ‘

The Capital’



1. Psychology deals with the individual

behaviour and Sociology deals

with individuals in context to

others

2. Psychology focuses on mental

processes, personal

characteristics and Sociology

focuses on social process, change

Sociology and Psychology
Differences

1. Psychology is a science of individual

behaviour and sociology is concerned

Relationship

focuses on social process, change

in behaviour as a result of

individual’s influence on one

another

behaviour and sociology is concerned

with the relations between

individuals.

2. Sociology starts with certain facts of

psychology and ends up overlapping

the part of pyschology which is

interested in social causes of

individual behaviour.

3. Both the disciplines give aid to each

other and social psychology is the link

between both.



Human Society: Meaning, 

Characteristics and TheoriesCharacteristics and Theories



Human Society: Meaning

1. We the people constitute society but

it is a web of social relationships in

which persons of different castes,

races, religions, classes, likings and

disliking interact.

2. Society exists when the members are2. Society exists when the members are

aware of each other’s existence and

have some interests or objects in

common.

3. Society refers to all or any kind of

dealings of man with man whether

these be direct, indirect, organised,

unorganised, cooperative,

antagonistic etc.



DEFINITIONS…

“Society is a system of usages and procedures, authority and

mutual aid of many groupings and divisions, of controls of

human behaviour and liberties” MacIver and Page

Maclver and Page

””

“The term society refers to not only
group of people but a complex
pattern of the norms of the
interaction that arise among and
between them”

Lapiere



• Fundamental Needs

• A Variety of Derivative Needs

• Same Resources to Satisfy Needs

• Dependency on the Societal Mode of Life

Characteristics of Human Society

• Dependency on the Societal Mode of Life

• Symbols

• Learning

• Self-awareness

• Motivation



The Origin of Society

Different sociologists have advanced different theories about

evolution of society. The divine Origin theory makes society the

creation of God. Just as ‘He’ created other animate and animate

objects of this world, so He created society as well. Another

approach advocates that the family is the first constituent of

society and is governed by the authority and protection of the

eldest male descendant.eldest male descendant.

The two most popular theories are:

1. Organic Theory

2. Social Contract theory



The theory equates society with the body of living organism. Just as

the body grows society also grows. It is believed that a society has

the same characteristics as a biological organism including

multiplication, growth, differentiation, cohesion etc. Following are

the points of similarity between society and individual organism

given by Spencer:

Organic Theory by Herbert Spencer

given by Spencer:

1. Both grow in size , they start from small organism and increase

in size.

2. Both grow from a simple structure to a complex structure.

3. There is a mutual dependence of parts on the whole both in a

society and a human organisation.

4. The life of the whole becomes independent with a far more

prolonged nature than the life of the component parts.



Spencer argued that human societies have evolved from

simple tribal units to complex societies of today. In ‘The

Principles of Sociology’ (1983), he defined society as a

“thing” which grows from simple to complex.

Critique:

Organic Theory by Herbert Spencer

Critique:

The organic unity with the help of which this theory has been explained

was ill conceived:

1. In human body, there is continuity and unity between the cells of the

body. Such unity is completely missing in society

2. Further the way in which human bodies are born and die cannot be

compared with the birth and death of society.

3. Society does not show physical unity but indicates a social and mental

state of affairs.



1. The notion of the social contract is that individuals unite into a society

by a process of mutual consent, agreeing to abide by certain rules and

to accept duties to protect one another from violence, fraud, or

negligence.

2. Among humans, it implies that the people give up sovereignty to a

Social Contract Theory

2. Among humans, it implies that the people give up sovereignty to a

government or other authority in order to receive or maintain social

order through the rule of law.

3. It can also be thought of as an agreement by the governed on a set of

rules by which they are governed. This contract gives rise to evolution

of rules and common practices and society was born.

4. Thomas Hobbes (1651), John Locke (1689), and Jean Jacques Rousseau

(1762) are the most famous philosophers of contractarianism.



Critique:

The theory does not provide an adequate explanation of the origin of 

society and has been criticised on following lines:  

1. The basic defect of the theory is that it gives freedom to individual 

with   regard to the membership of society.

Social Contract Theory

with   regard to the membership of society.

2. The theory accepts the notion that man was alone in the beginning 

and he was responsible for giving shape to the society, raising a 

controversy: who was born first, Individual or Society?

3. The very fact of our birth establishes that we are born in society. 

Therefore, society did not come into being by virtue of any 

contract, it emerged spontaneously and followed its own line of 

development. 



Individual and Society

1. The question of the relationship between individual and society and the

supremacy of one over the other dates back to its very existence. Various

approaches have been made in this context. However, the question of who

came first, the society or the individual is often confronted.

2. The individual is a unit of society but his very existence is woven into the

fabric of the group or the society.

“Society and individual do not denote separate phenomenon but “Society and individual do not denote separate phenomenon but 

are simply collective and distributive aspects of the same thing”

C.H. Cooley

Society converts a human being

merely from a physical being to

social being. Helps in fulfilling

his members’ physical and social

needs, nurtures human beings

emotionally and maintains a

disciplined framework.

Individuals being largely a social

product does not mean that

they are merely a passive

instrument of society.

Individuals have the capacity to

create social realities. They

construct their own live worlds.
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